
Saturday 

*indicates “practitioner friendly” session 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom D 

Teachers' Causal Attributions for Problem Behavior: Implications for Effective Behavior Management 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Andrew Wiley, PhD, Kent State University 

We present findings from a study examining the causes teachers attribute to student problem behavior 

and how causal attributions influence the decisions teachers make about behavior management. We 

examined how different dimensions of causal attributions relate to teacher use or disuse of research-

validated behavior management practices. We discuss implications for practitioners and researchers 

who are interested in the "implementation gap" for behavioral interventions and supports. 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom AB 

Using Tier I & II Positive Behavior Support Strategies to Meet K-12 Benchmark Standards 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Nancy Tuckey, M.A., TEC 

This presentation gives an overview of evidence-based strategies used as Tier I and Tier II interventions 

in general and special education classrooms from preschool through twelfth grade.  The effectiveness of 

these strategies will be demonstrated by results of teacher use in classrooms throughout Michigan and 

in California.  Additionally, the presenter will introduce a shockingly simple strategy that is eliminating 

low-level behaviors in a variety of classrooms within seconds of implementation.   

 

8:30-9:30    River 

Transition from Juvenile Correctional Facilities: A Literature Review 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Kelly Spegel, M.S. Ed., Indiana University 

Theresa A. Ochoa, Ph.d, Indiana University 

Tiffany Otero, Indiana University 

Avital Deskalo, Indiana University 

Lawrence J. Levy, Florida Private Practice 



Transition support is a critical component of rehabilitation in juvenile correctional facilities. This 

presentation examines literature on transition services to help practitioners across disciplines develop a 

deeper understanding of what best practice is in facilitating successful community reentry. Outlined will 

be the key roles for educational centers, the juvenile justice system, and residential facilities in providing 

the oversight necessary to safeguard student success. 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom F 

Treatment Acceptability Variables and Their Role in Predicting Integrity of School Based Interventions 

Strand:  Research 

Judith Harrison, PhD, Ohio University 

Talida State, Ph.D., Montclair State University,  

The results of a study that investigated the extent to which treatment acceptability predicted integrity 

and barriers to implementation in a larger study to develop interventions for adolescents with EBD, the 

Center for Adolescent Research in Schools, will be presented.  Researchers and educators will learn 

which interventions in the project secondary teachers and students rated as acceptable, how treatment 

acceptability impacted treatment integrity, teacher-identified barriers to integrity, and strategies used 

to overcome difficulties with integrity. 

 

8:30-9:30    Chicago Ballroom G 

*UDL for EBD - Universal Design for Instruction for Students with EBD 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Sharon Maroney, PhD, Western Illinois University-Quad Cities 

Universal design for instruction is a powerful model that increases the accessibility of instruction for all 

students.  Several components of UDL directly address the specific needs of students with EBD.  This 

presentation will provide participants with information on a  application of UDL to meet the needs of 

students with EBD.  Participants will be provided with the information and tools needed to apply UDL in 

their classroom instruction. 

 

Featured Speaker  9:30-10:30    Chicago Ballroom C 

Legal Issues in the Education of children and youth with emotional and behavioral disorders 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

Mitchell Yell, Ph.D., University of South Carolina 

Antonis Katsiyannis, Ed.D., Clemson University 



In this presentation we will provide an update on legal information that is important to all teachers of 

children and youth with behavioral disorders.  We will include coverage of recent court decisions, policy 

letters from the U.S. Department of Education, and the status of the reauthorization of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act (formerly No Child Left Behind) and the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act. We will end with a discussion of the most common school district mistakes that lead to 

due process hearings and court cases and how these mistakes can be avoided. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom G 

Callous-Unemotional (CU) Behaviors in a Sample of Incarcerated Girls: Preliminary Findings 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Avital Deskalo, MSEd, Indiana University 

Theresa A. Ochoa, Ph.D., Indiana University 

Kelly Spegel, MSEd, Indiana University 

Callous-unemotional (CU) behaviors are better understood in males than in females. While these 

limitations may present researchers with difficulties in determining the developmental course of CU 

behaviors, it is imperative to better understand the profiles of girls with high and low CU behaviors to 

provide appropriate treatment. Practitioners attending this lecture will hear results from our research 

on the profiles of an incarcerated group of 75 girls and learn about assessments to measure CU 

behaviors. 

 

9:45-10:45    Salon 10 

Empowered Not Devoured: Connecting Self-Determination and Social Skills to Address Bullying 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Jennifer Stringfellow, PhD, Eastern Illinois University 

Dr. Christina Edmonds-Behrend  

Mrs. Stephanie Woodley 

Bullying is an issue that is receiving increasing attention in the media and on school campuses. Young 

people with learning and/or emotional and behavioral disabilities may be at risk of being either the 

victim or victimizer. Participants will learn to define bullying as part of a larger social system that 

addresses social and self-determination skills designed to effectively address bullying. Participants will 

leave with handouts that provide a structure for instruction and expected outcomes. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom AB 



Analysis of functional behavior assessments and intervention plans conducted by school-based teams 

Strand:  Research 

James Fox, PhD, MA, BA Psychology, East Tennessee State Univeristy 

A case study of FBAs conducted by school-based teams analyzed 26 complete FBAs from rural LEAs 

trained by a university-based PBIS project staff. Interviews and observations were more often used than 

instruments/procedures. School teams initiated FBAs quicker but took longer to complete than did 

independent consultants. Researchers and practitioners will identify essential FBA components; how 

FBAs can be analyzed per these components; describe study results; and, discuss implications for 

research and application. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom F 

Response to Intervention, Family Involvement, and Student Achievement at Tier 2 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Lydia Gerzel-Short, Ed.D., Northern Illinois University 

This presentation will examine the importance of family involvement in student learning and 

achievement within the Response to Intervention (RTI) framework.   Early literacy curriculum-based 

measurement scores and family involvement data gathered from family sessions/interviews were 

connected in this study. Analysis of the family interviews revealed several themes that are relevant for 

all educators as they attempt to close learning gaps among students.  Participants will learn effective 

strategies for engaging families in multi-tiered systems of support. 

 

9:45-10:45    Salon 9 

*Social Cognitive Skills: Teaching Students with AS/HFA to Think about Interactions. 

Strand:  Issues and Trends for Supporting Children and Youth with EBD and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

or Multiple Disabilities 

Rebecca Cook, PhD, Eastern Illinois University 

Melissa Jones-Bromenshenkel, Associate Professor Eastern Illinois University 

This session provides social skills strategies for  students with Asperger Syndrome and High Functioning 

Autism and techniques for teaching  how and when to use these skills. Participants will: 1. View a 

demonstration of Michelle Winner’s social thinking strategies and learn about her I Laugh strategy.  2.

 Learn the SODA strategy (Stop, Observe, Deliberate and Act). 3. Learn how to adapt social 

stories, video modeling and group social training strategies to help students think about interactions. 

 

9:45-10:45    Salon 8 



Meaningful program evaluation to improve services and outcomes for students with EBD 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Douglas Cheney, Ph.D., University of Washington 

Bridget Walker, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Seattle University 

Lisa Hoyt, Ph.D., Director, Renton Academy, Renton School District 

The Participatory Evaluation and Expert Review for Programs Serving Students with EBD, a team based 

program improvement process, validated in over 70 classrooms serving students with EBD, will be 

presented. Results from these classrooms suggest that participatory program review along with 

professional development in key practices can improve team functioning, staff satisfaction and student 

outcomes. Participants will learn essential components of this approach and identify ways to use the 

process in their programs or classrooms. 

 

9:45-10:45    Terminal 3 

Demystifying Reinforcement and Punishment:  Additional Support for Future General Education 

Teachers 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Angela Dalhoe, Phd, University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire 

Dr. Rose Battalio 

Due to the increased focus on content mastery, many teacher preparation programs offer minimal 

guidance in the area of behavior management. This presentation will share the results of an ongoing 

collaborative effort to embed additional behavior management strategies into teacher education 

programs. Discussions will focus on the utilization and understanding of reinforcement and punishment 

in the classroom. Presenters will discuss how appropriate and effective teacher preparation can create a 

“brighter future” for students with EBD. 

 

9:45-10:45    River 

IEPs and the Common Core State Standards: Implications for Students with EBD 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Jim Shriner, PhD, University of Illinois 

The academic and social/emotional/behavioral needs of students are addressed in the Individualized 

Education Program.  A perspective on how behaviorally-based needs “fit” within the adoption of the 

Common Core State Standards will be offered. The session will include description of a web-based 



Tutorial and decision-making support for Common Core Standards-based IEPs.  Initial results from a 

research project will be highlighted as they pertain to the Tutorial’s applicability for teachers. 

 

9:45-10:45    Terminal 1 

Behavioral Intervention Plans:A Legal Analysis of Issues 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

Susan Etscheidt, Ph.D., University of Northern Iowa 

This session will feature several legal issues of interest to educational leaders serving students with 

behavioral disorders. The session will focus on student discipline and behavior intervention plans [BIPs], 

and present a legal analysis of the use of seclusion and restraint practices in schools.  Several recent 

administrative and judicial decisions will be highlighted. 

 

9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom D 

Leadership and District Supports that Meet the Needs of Students with Emotional and Behavioral 

Disabilities 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

Lisa Hoyt, Ph.D., Renton School District 

To serve students with EBD, often schools do not have the capacity or organizational structures to 

sustain reform in a systemic way, resulting in surface adoption without much success. This presentation 

will examine district and leadership components that are critical in program development for students 

with EBD. 

 

Panel Session  9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom C 

Writing for External Funding: Things You Should Know and Lessons Learned 

Kristine Jolivette, Ph.D., Moderator; Georgia State University 

Jennifer R. Ledford, Ph.d, University of Georgia 

Dorothy Espelage, Ph.d, University of Illinois 

Securing external funding to support one’s research agenda is an expectation for many research faculty 

across types of institutions and areas of research focus. We will share information on external funding 

agencies and grant programs who have histories of supporting research focused on children and youth 

with emotional and behavioral disorders. Such funding sources will include Center for Disease Control, 

Institute of Education Science, National Science Foundation, and National Institute of Justice with 



additional information on other sources. Information will focus on what you should know about writing 

for external funding and lessons learned from the panelists. 

 

Consultancey Session  9:45-10:45    Chicago Ballroom E 

Claudia Rinaldi, PhD, Assistant Director, Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative at Education 

Development Center (EDC), Inc, Moderator 

Richard VanAcker, Ed.d, University of Illinois-Chicago 

CCBD Consultancy uses the National School Reform Faculty protocol (www.nsrfharmony.org) to help 

practitioners deal with school issues with which they are struggling with or something problematic that 

has has not been as effective as it can be.  Consultancies give presenters an opportunity to tap the 

expertise of the CCBD researchers and practitioners  by providing  a structured protocol to provide 

respectful, thoughtful, and experienced-based response to the dilemma.  The outcome provides 

evidenced-based and research recommended strategies to take back to their schools and new 

connections in the field.   In this session, we will work with a Chicago Area School. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom G 

Three Tier Model for Addressing Significant Behaviors Outside of the Public School 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Robin Hamme, Ed.D., Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12 

Jamie Malloy, M.Ed., Instructional Advisor, Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12 

This lecture will highlight the application of positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) within 

a specialized setting by showcasing the preventative, therapeutic, positive, and data-driven approaches 

used in a model program. Participants will learn strategies for program development and application of 

PBIS for students with the highest level of behavioral, emotional, and mental health needs. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom D 

*Extending PBIS Practices to School Buses to Reduce Challenging Student Behavior 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

James Collins, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin - Whitewater 

This research extended the application of several school-wide PBIS components to school buses at a 

rural middle school in the Southeastern United States. Intervention strategies included a sequence of 

bus driver trainings, reviews of expectations with students, systematic opportunities for students and 

drivers to earn rewards, and frequent progress monitoring. Results revealed a substantial reduction in 



discipline referrals. Discussion of this research and practitioner-friendly guidelines for replication will be 

provided. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom AB 

Moving From Good to Great: Improving Your Teaching Skills 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Sharon Maroney, PhD, Western Illinois University-Quad Cities 

How do good teachers become great teachers?  Through honest assessment, information gathering, 

goal setting, and behavior change. In this presentation participants will be provided with a teacher 

improvement plan which has been used successfully by several teachers. The primary focus is a set of 

evidence-based teacher behaviors linked to improved student learning and classroom behavior. 

 

11:00-12:00    Salon 9 

Courts' Perspectives on the Positive Behavior Management of Students with Challenging Behaviors 

Strand:  Law, Ethics and Professional Development for Leadership of Children and Youth with EBD 

E. Paula Crowley, Ph.D., Illinois State University 

Beverley H. Johns, M.S., MacMurray College 

Decisions from court cases teach lessons on managing students’ challenging behaviors. This 

presentation focuses on the protection of school personnel from accusations of maltreatment, the legal 

foundation for acting in good faith, the role of staff development, professional relationships, and 

collaboration with parents/guardians of the students with whom they work.  Furthermore, we will 

present a  research agenda in this area. 

 

11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom F 

Addressing implementation of evidence-based practices for students with behavior disorders: 

Practitioner perspectives 

Strand:  Research 

Maggie Schulze, M.Ed., University of Washington 

Jennifer Pierce, M.Ed. 

A qualitative study explored perspectives of teachers of students with EBD on the implementation of 

evidence-based practices (EBP). The objectives of this presentation are to provide teachers and 

administrators with insight into teachers' perspectives and to describe barriers and facilitators to 



implementation of EBP for students with EBD. Participants will learn about evidence-based interventions 

that can potentially be used to navigate instruction for students with EBD. 

 

Featured Speaker  11:00-12:00    Chicago Ballroom C 

Academic Interventions for Students with Behavior Disorders 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Kimberly Vannest, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Special Education Program at Texas A&M University 

This session will summarize the published research on academic interventions for students with 

emotional and behavioral disabilities and share “how to” use these interventions in a tier one, two, or 

three program. The focus will be on evidence based techniques and sustainable programming. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom F 

School-wide PBIS in Separate Sites and Teacher Burn-out and Efficacy 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Shelley Neilsen Gatti, PhD, University of St Thomas 

Todd Busch, PhD, University of St Thomas 

Char Ryan, PhD, Minnesota ECSU, PBIS Consultant  

Kim Adams, PhD, Minneapolis Public Schools 

This presentation is about perceived rates of burn-out and efficacy in EBD teachers in separate sites 

(federal setting 4). We will report the results of a year-long study examining the relation between 

outcomes of teacher well-being (burn-out and perceptions of efficacy) and the implementation of 

SWPBIS in separate site schools for students with EBD 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom D 

Its Just Like a Real School! Givhans Alternative Program's approach to PBIS 

Strand:  Multi-Tier Systems of Academic and Behavioral Supports (MTSS) Strand 

Sandy Burris, MAT, NBCT, Dorchester 2 Schools 

Joyce Dearing, Principal, Givhans Alternative Program 

This MTSS presentation is suitable for an audience of school administrators, teachers, and community 

based practitioners.This presentation will examine the school's path to PBIS implementation over the 

course of 6 years, from its initial introduction to the staff to full implementation. The principal and PBIS 



lead will share their successes and stumbling blocks as well as tips and techniques they use to revise 

their PBIS system. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom G 

Elements of an Elementary Intervention Program for Students With Significant Behavioral Needs 

Strand:  Juvenile Justice/ Drop Out Prevention/Special Ed in Special Settings 

Robin Hamme, Ed.D, Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12 

Jamie Malloy, M.Ed., Instructional Advisor, Lincoln Intermediate Unit 12 

This presentation provides and overview of an elementary program for students with mental health 

needs.  Participants gain an understanding of program elements including philosophical approach as 

well as guidelines and examples of therapeutic and positive based interventions as alternatives to 

isolation and punitive approaches to behavior management. The intended audience includes 

administrators, teachers, and other practitioners serving students with significant behavioral needs. 

 

1:45-2:45    Salon 10 

Cruisin’ Through Math: Improving Outcomes for Secondary Students At Risk for Math failure 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Dannette Allen-Bronaugh, PhD, CCC-SLP, James Madison University 

Clara Hauth, PhD 

Assessment and accountability have become an ever-increasing part of public education. This theme-

based program was created in response to the need for standards based review strategies for students 

with disabilities in middle school mathematics that were not successful on year-end assessments. 

Participants will learn aboutthe intervention implemented and will be able to use these materials and 

the information  to implement this inclusive practice in their classrooms and schools. 

 

1:45-2:45    Salon 9 

Effects of Classroom-Based Interventions on Peer Interactions for a Child with Autism 

Strand:  Issues and Trends for Supporting Children and Youth with EBD and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

or Multiple Disabilities 

Marissa Mueller, UW-Whitewater 

Most children with Autism are on the outside of social networks in inclusive schools. Educators and 

families are concerned about the lack of opportunities children with Autism have for building friendships 

and interacting positively with peers. They want to improve these opportunities between students with 



and without disabilities. One way they can do that is by offering interventions that are designed to 

promote social acceptance among students who are typically developing towards students with Autism. 

 

1:45-2:45    River 

Supporting the Development of Writing and Self-determination Skills of Students with EBD 

Strand:  Research 

Yojanna Cuenca-Carlino, PhD., Illinois State University 

April L. Mustian, PhD., Illinois State University 

Special education teachers were trained to  to improve the writing and self-determination skills of 

middle school students’ with EBD. The Self-Regulated Strategy Development model of writing 

instruction was used.  We will discuss student learning gains, practical implications for classroom 

instruction, and will provide information on supports, materials, and teacher training procedures 

required to make the intervention successful for teachers and students. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom C 

A Fully Inclusive Intensive Behavior Center? A "How-To." 

David Sudia, MEd, Boulder Valley Schools 

Students with E/BD are the most excluded students in Special Education. Yet their best outcomes come 

from inclusive environments. Creating a school framework for including these students is critical to their 

success.  Learn how to take your program from a “least restrictive” to a “most supportive” mindset. This 

presentation provides professionals the tools they need to create an inclusive program for students with 

intense behavior issues in their school. 

 

1:45-2:45    Chicago Ballroom AB 

Simple, Evidence-based Practices for Classic Behavior Problems 

Strand:  Research 

Timothy Landrum, Ph.d, University of Louisville 

Chris Sweigart 

Teachers need effective interventions that target and prevent their most common behavioral concerns 

and maximize student compliance, attention, and engagement. 

To address these challenges, we present in this session three evidence-based practices designed to 

enhance compliance and engage students positively in instruction: (a) choice, (b) behavioral 

momentum, and (c) effective instruction. 



 

1:45-2:45    Terminal 1 

Collaboration Among Parents and School Personnel with Discrete Trial Training in the Treatment of 

Autism in an Elementary Age Student 

Strand:  Multiple Uses of Assessment for Addressing the Academic and Behavioral Needs of Children and 

Youth with EBD 

Sandy Devlin, Ed.D., Mississippi State University 

Penny Craven  Assistant Professor of Special Education 

This study evaluates the impact of collaborative efforts of parents and school professionals in the 

treatment of autism in a fifth grade boy.  Method of treatment was discrete trial training across settings 

(home and school).  Change agents were the boy's parents, special education teacher, 

paraprofessionals, and speech pathologist. 

 

1:45-2:45    Salon 8 

*Practical Strategies to Increase Science Achievement and Attention for EBD Students 

Strand:  Common Core, Technology, and Curriculum Implementation for Students and Youth with EBD 

Jonte' (JT) Taylor, PhD, Pennsylvania State University 

Future employment opportunities will increasingly focus on areas of science, technology, engineering, 

and mathematics (STEM).  Students with EBD have traditionally struggled in science classrooms.  This 

presentation is intended to provide practical strategies for teaching science with emphasis on increasing 

student attention, participation, and achievement. 

 


